SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
field of vision. Indeed, most of the attitudes of
seeming indifference, of polite evasiveness and of
caution which seem to indicate that people are not
interested in Russia, in reality cover a very consider-
able emotional disturbance. It is to those who are
conscious of this disturbance, yet who are uncertain of
their steps, that I want to address myself in this book.
Most of these people, and there are literally millions of
them, will have no opportunity to visit Russia during
the next few years, and must rely wholly upon talk and
reading for the opportunity of getting to grips with
themselves about Communism and about the various
possibilities before a Russia-conscious age.
Secondly, I want to say something for the benefit of
those who fully intend to visit Russia, and thirdly, for
those who have akeady been. I shall explain as
carefully and as simply as I can that most of the
conflicting viewpoints of people who have seen a little
of life in the Soviet Union are not mere personal
opinions. A personal opinion is a very subtle and
peculiar phenomenon. In a Russian street I have many
times watched a couple of tourists exchanging views
upon the vast crowd of workers who, in their sun-
burned and tattered masses, throng the pavements,
shops, street cars and buses in the incessant and
practical business of Soviet life. One tourist sees only a